Pollinator Pathways NH is a grassroots effort
to restore habitat one yard at a time,
through community partnerships,
education and engagement.
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You are invite to join in this important mission!




So why do we need to help pollinators?

(Aren’t there enough bugs??)

Actually...no!

There aren’t enough bugs.
We’re losing about 10% of our
insect bio-mass worldwide
every 10 years....

.... but why worry about it?




Insects are a keystone species in our ecosystem
AND
Because we humans like to eat!
Pollinators are responsible for 1 out of every 3 bites of food that we eat
75% of all flowering plants rely on animal-assisted pollination to reproduce
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..as go the pollinators.... so go we!

Who are our
pollinators?

Can you name
the “super seven” pollinator groups
in New Hampshire?
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(Honey bees are important
for commercial agriculture,
but are not native)
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Painted Lady American Copper



<Luna moth

Moths

2500 species in Hummingbird moth Celery looper moths
NH!
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Ruby-throated hummingbird

Why are they in decline?

5 main reasons...




Our obsession with lawns!
Lawns are ecological deserts
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* Pesticides
* Insecticides: “mosquito squads”
* Fungicides

Even chemical fertilizers
can kill or alter
important micro-organisms
in your soil




Neonics are
sprayed on
crops, injected
into trees, or
coated onto
soeds.

Seed spillage: a single coated
seed can kill o songbird.

dust, and sprays
spread neonics
into soils and
wetlands.

Bayer’s pesticides are
harming bees

The use of neonicotinoid pesticides, like those produced by Bayer, has

helped make much of America’s landscape toxic to bees.




4. Habitat Fragmentation/Loss
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What are some solutions —
things you can do
in your own yards?

Three Important Considerations

e rethink the “lawn”
e avoid chemicals
* plant native species




What is a native plant?

A plant that occurs naturally in the place where it evolved,

Cardinal Flower
Joe Pye Weed

New England Aster

Root Systems of Native Plants




Find ways to replace part or
all of lawns with native species




Add native plants into the mix!
Tall phlox, fleabane daisy, violets, asters and ferns.
Your garden will become so much more pollinator friendly!







