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I. Common Landowner Motives

· Basic conservation ethic to preserve existing open space “as it is”.
· Estate tax benefits (less important than in prior years).
· Income tax benefits 2007-2009 incentive.
· Removal of temptation to develop for future owners/family members.
· For purchased easements, the ability to “sell” interest in land such as development rights when there is no intention to exercise those rights at all.  This provides the landowner an opportunity to reap an economic reward from the property while maintaining current usage of the property through agriculture or forestry.

II. Common Landowner Concerns

· Easement terms:  The overly restrictive conservation easement.
· Public access and ability to limit public access.
· Potential of “harassment” by easement holder through monitoring access.
· Who will be easement holder:  A government Conservation Commission vs. the private Land Trust political winds change.
· On the other hand, the Conservation Commission may be less intrusive in monitoring and stewardship activities.

· Particular easement protection goals of various funders, including fishing and hunting through Fish & Game, wetlands protection and buffer zones and agricultural easements.

· Getting a fair price for the conservation interest sold:  A problem of limited funds and too many projects.

· The costs of donating an easement:  Appraisal, survey, legal fees.

· Restriction and perpetuity:  Am I doing the right thing?

· Concerns about diminishing value of real estate of “land rich/cash poor” landowners and need for retirement and long term care.

· Reserved rights and making sure they can continue to do what they want to do on the property.  Included are reserved house lots and right to withdraw house lots; also alternate energy development, personal forestry, personal recreation use, including snowmobiles and other vehicles that might otherwise be restricted or prohibited.

· Surprisingly few concerns about dispute resolution and breach sections which obligate landowner.
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