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2009 AQUATIC RESOURCE MITIGATION FUNDS

The NH Department of Environmental Services is pleased to announce that grants through the Aquatic Resource Mitigation (ARM) Fund are available for eligible restoration or protection projects in the Winnipesaukee River watershed and two northern Connecticut River watersheds:

· Up to $153,000 is available within the Winnipesaukee River Watershed (headwaters in Sandwich down to Alton and Gilmanton).  Submission deadline is December 31, 2009.
· Up to $148,000 is available within the Upper Connecticut River Watershed (headwaters in Pittsburg down to Lancaster and Israel River drainage).   Submission deadline is March 26, 2010.
· Up to $185,000 is available within a second Connecticut River Watershed just downstream (the John's River drainage in Dalton down to the Ammonoosuc River drainage, to the confluence of the Waits River in Piermont).  Submission deadline is March 26, 2010.
ARM fund payments are collected according to the HUC 8 level watershed and are available for the purpose of replacing or protecting wetlands and other aquatic resource functions and values that were impacted by development projects in the watershed.   For illustration of the HUC 8 watersheds, visit http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wetlands/wmp/documents/huc8_map.pdf
Grants are offered for activities that restore or protect aquatic resources, including but not limited to:
· Restoration practices with proven success such as:  Wetland fill removal; elimination of ditching and other hydrological modifications; installation of water quality BMP’s; planting buffers; culvert removal/replacement; and habitat enhancement opportunities for threatened or endangered species or exemplary natural communities.
· Costs associated with wetland restoration or creation such as development of final design plans, site clearing and excavation, construction management, consulting fees, permit costs, wetland grading, soil augmentation, planting, monitoring and maintenance to reduce risk of failure. 

· Acquisition of land or conservation easements that help protect high conservation value wetlands in perpetuity and associated costs including property surveys, appraisals, legal costs, closing costs, subdivision fees, and costs for stewardship; and 
· Other aquatic resource improvement or protection projects, such as water quality improvement projects, dam removal projects, stream or river restoration projects, or habitat improvement such as culvert replacement or removal.

An ideal project would provide resource restoration within the context of a proposed conservation proposal.  The key to success is the long-term protection of those wetland functions that are restored or enhanced.  Reviewers will favor proposals that clearly demonstrate how the project’s wetland protection, restoration, enhancement and/or creation will be sustainable over the long-term.  Where project scores are comparable, preference will be given to those projects that provide long term protection of the project area and its buffer or provide long term management to ensure the greatest environmental benefit from funds available.  Details of the mitigation program and towns included in these three watersheds can be found at:   http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wetlands/wmp/index.htm 
Prior to filing an application, it is strongly suggested to discuss the proposal with DES Mitigation Coordinator, Lori Sommer, at Lori.Sommer@des.nh.gov or  (603) 271-4059.   [image: image2.png]NEW HAMPSHIRE
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