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Prime Wetlands Public Hearing 
No Longer Required

Only existing standards of RSA 482-A:8 
apply:

• Public hearings are held only for projects 
– With significant impact on the resources, or 
– Of substantial public interest. 

New!



HB 384 - Establishes waivers for work 
near prime wetlands

• Rules will be established relative to the permit process for 
forest management in and near prime wetlands. 

• A property owner may request from DES a waiver from 
subparagraph (a), under rules adopted by DES, to perform 
forest management work and related activities in the forested 
portion of a prime wetland or its 100-foot buffer. 

• A waiver shall be issued only when DES is able to determine 
there will be no significant net loss of wetland values as 
identified in subparagraph (b)(1)(C) and RSA 482-A:1. 

• If the department determines that the proposed work may 
cause a significant net loss of wetland values, the department 
may require the submittal of additional information. The 
department may place conditions on the waiver that it deems 
necessary to protect the prime wetland resource and shall set 
the term of the permit.  

New!



Rules will be developed for forestry 
waiver process (see HB 384)

The process and criteria for considering and granting 
waiver requests made pursuant to RSA 482-A:11, 
IV(b)(1), including: 
(i) Methods for determining whether a proposed forest 

management project may result in a significant net loss of 
wetland values. 

(ii) Conditions that may be placed on a waiver when deemed 
necessary to protect the prime wetland resource. 

(iii) Criteria for granting extensions of waiver issuances pursuant to 
RSA 482-A:11, IV(b)(3). 

(iv) Specified criteria for identifying abutters and subsequent 
notification. 

New!



In Summary...

• Why protect wetlands through prime wetlands 
designation?
• Wetlands provide many functions and values – and 

most of these may not be visible until they are gone!
• Buffers are critical to the protection of the wetland's 

function and values
• Values are those things we find important!

• Prime wetlands designation provides a mechanism 
to further protect those resources your community 
considers valuable.



Summary...
• How will prime wetlands designation affect 

development?
– Designation may affect the scope of some projects, 

depending on the type of project, footprint, or activity 
level.

– Maintains to the extent possible a 100-foot buffer, 
which protects water quality and other functions and 
values to various extents.

Last but not least...
• Participate in rulemaking process for forestry 

waiver to ensure your prime wetlands are 
protected!



Publications
• NH Nontidal Method 

(5.7 Mb file - fast connection only!)
http://www.nh.nrcs.usda.gov/news/publications.html

• Highway Methodology Workbook Supplement
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/reg/

• NH Towns Report
http://www.nhdfl.org/library/pdf/Natural%20Heritage/TownLists.pdf

• Riparian Buffers
http://www.crjc.org/riparianbuffers.htm

• Buffer Zones and Beyond, July 2001
http://www.umass.edu/nrec/pdf_files/final_project.pdf

• The Scientific Basis for Protecting Wetland Buffers, 
Robert Buchsbaum and Scott Jackson
http://www.concordma.gov/Pages/ConcordMA_NaturalResources/
THESCI~1.PPT

http://www.nh.nrcs.usda.gov/news/publications.html
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/reg/
http://www.nhdfl.org/library/pdf/Natural%20Heritage/TownLists.pdf
http://www.crjc.org/riparianbuffers.htm
http://www.umass.edu/nrec/pdf_files/final_project.pdf
http://www.concordma.gov/Pages/ConcordMA_NaturalResources/


References: Buffers
• Riparian Ecological Functions

http://www.dnr.wa.gov/Publications/lm_rfrs_trainingbisson.pdf
• ELI- Planner’s Guide to Wetland Buffers for Local Governments

http://www.elistore.org/Data/products/d18_01.pdf
• A Review of the Scientific Literature on Riparian Buffer Width, 

Extent and Vegetation, Seth Wenger, University of Georgia.
• Papers by Raymond D. Semlitsch, including “Core Habitat, Not 

Buffer Zone.”
• Wetland Buffers: Use and Effectiveness, Washington State 

DOE, February 1992 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/92010.html

• Bertness, M.D., P. Ewanchuck, and B.R. Silliman. 2002. 
Anthropogenic modification of New England salt marsh 
landscapes.  Proceedings of the National Academy of Science. 
99: 1395-1398

http://www.dnr.wa.gov/Publications/lm_rfrs_trainingbisson.pdf
http://www.elistore.org/Data/products/d18_01.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/92010.html




Resources 
• NH DES - Wetlands Bureau

(guidance)
• Audubon Society of NH
• UNH Cooperative Extension –

Community Conservation Program
http://extension.unh.edu/CommDev/CCAP.htm

• Colleges/Universities
• Private Consultants

www.des.nh.gov/wetlands
wetmail@des.nh.gov
(603) 271-2147  (-4193 direct)

http://extension.unh.edu/CommDev/CCAP.htm
http://www.des.nh.gov/wetlands
mailto:wetmail@des.nh.gov



